
 

Alternatives for Today’s Environmental Resources 
 

Course Description 

A.F.T.E.R. is a science-themed elective course designed to get students thinking about the environment and 
ways to conserve Earth's natural resources. Students will design projects capturing these natural resources, 
thus turning them into working energy. In addition, students will create commercials that demonstrate ways 
to conserve resources around the house, repurpose materials for other uses, and will start/maintain a 
recycling household recycling program. Let the creativity begin! 

 
Project Ideas 

 Solar Car 

 Solar Oven 

 Water Energy 

 Wind Energy 

 Water Filtration          

 Recycle 

 Repurpose 

 Reduce 

 Recycled Scarecrows  

 ??? 
 
 
Grading 
 
This course is project based. Projects are worth 20 points and will be graded from a criteria sheet/rubric. 
Criteria descriptors include a conservation connection (5 points), the completed product with project 
worksheet (10 points), and a 2 to 3 minute presentation (5 points). In addition, students will be graded on 
their use of class time during each project. Students can earn 10 participation points by coming to class 
prepared and being productive. Students will have an opportunity to earn extra credit points by completing 
additional projects beyond what is assigned during class. 
 
 

Grading Scale 

A+ 98-100   B+ 88-89   C+ 78-79   D+ 68-69 

A 93-97   B 83-87   C 73-77   D 63-67 

A- 90-92   B- 80-82   C- 70-72   D- 60-62 

    F 0-59 



Project Worksheet 

 

Alternative Energy Project 

Project Title __________________ 

Group Members ________________________________________________ 

 

Criteria Descriptor Points 
Possible 

Conservation Connection Does your project relate to alternative energy we discussed 

during class. Don’t bite off more than you can chew. Make sure that your conservation idea can be 
applied in a real-life setting.  

 
/5 

Product Your finished piece demonstrated a lot of thought and creativity. All criteria were 

thoroughly met according to the specific task. Your work shows a strong understanding of what was 
expected of you and is represented in your Project Worksheet. 

 
/10 

Presentation The presentation was between 2 to 3 minutes in length. If working in a group, be 

sure that everyone has an equal amount of speaking time. Speak clearly and loud enough to be heard.  
 

/5 

 
Project Total Points Earned 

 

 
/20 

Use of Class Time Did you come to class each day prepared to work? Your time is 

valuable so use it wisely. If you choose to work in a group do so appropriately. Remember, group 
work is all about compromise. Make decisions that are best for the group as a whole, not you the 
individual. Bring your Project Worksheet to class every day! 

 
/10 

 



 


